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Abstract

Unlike Jesuits who usually showed more respect for the native culture of the
[Indians, Protestant missionaries held that native American religion was satanic and
the Indians were devils. Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), America’s most
outstanding theologian and missionary to the Indians for seven years at
Stockbridge, Massachusetts, was not exempt from that Protestant tradition either.
However, he gradually came to see the Indians differently. In his extensive
correspondence he said that the Indians were “disposed” to the Gospel, frequently
uch better than those contemporary Christians in whom Edwards was so
disappointed. This “disposition” or “inclination” is a key category in Edwards’
“phenomenology of religion”, the famous Religious Affections (1746). This paper
wishes to explore four issues: (1) how and why Jonathan Edwards after almost
twenty five years of parish ministry and internationally recognized scholarly work
ended up in Stockbridge; (2) how his views on the Indians were influenced by his
grandfather Solomon Stoddard and the young missionary David Brainerd; (3) how
Edwards saw the Indians during his Stockbridge years; (4) how he addressed the
Indians in his new sermon rhetorics.

Between his dismissal by his congregation in Northampton,
Massachusetts in 1750, and his being elected as President of the College of
New Jersey (now Princeton University) in 1757, Jonathan Edwards
(1703-1758), America’s outstanding philosopher, theologian, revivalist
spent almost seven years in Stockbridge, Massachusetts as pastor and
Missionary to Indians. During this time he wrote some of his most
ignificant philosophical and theological works such as Freedom of the
Will (1754), The Nature of True Virtue (1755, published in 1765); End for
Which God Created the World (1755, published in 1765); and Original Sin
1758).
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